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Greetings! It is hard to believe that my Blazer journey is coming to an end. It seems as if just
yesterday, I was pulling up to Valdosta State University for freshman move in day into Lowndes
Residence Hall in fall 2010. I remember back when I was contemplating colleges to attend my
senior year of high school and hearing many loved ones say, “Enjoy every moment, college days will
swiftly pass” or “The next chapter of your life will be the best days!” And little did I know—that was
not only the truth but it was reality! Although the time has passed extremely fast, as I begin to
reflect on my collegiate career, I am overwhelmed and humbled at this experience and the positive
impact I have been fortunate to have on this beloved community.

During my four years at Valdosta State, I have been blessed to be highly involved while
maintaining excellence in academics as well. My freshman year I was not involved at all. It was a
very hard transition for me to the Valdosta area being born and raised in the fast pace lifestyle of
Atlanta. My sophomore year, I decided to change that by becoming involved in student
organizations such as Valdosta State University Mass Choir, VSU H.E.R.O.S, and NAACP, and to my
dismay I started to love Valdosta State University more and more. It was (and still is) my student
involvement that stimulated my appreciation of VSU.

My sophomore year, I became a resident assistant with Housing and Residence Life in
Georgia Residence Hall. This eight consecutive semester experience was humbling to be influential
in the first year college experience of the diverse student residential community. I also was
nominated to be a justice of the Judicial Branch of Student Government Association that fall
semester. At the conclusion of my sophomore year, I was fortunate and privileged to become part of
a prestigious organization and brotherhood, Alpha Phi Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., as the
youngest new member on my line.
My junior year, as I continued as a resident assistant and event coordinator for a new
campus organization, Media Arts Genuises, I became highly active in the operations of the Mu
Omicron chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha as the secretary, webmaster, and event coordinator of the

Annual Homecoming Step Show. I was honored to also serve on the Inauguration Committee of the
Ninth President of Valdosta State, Dr. William McKinney, as a social media ambassador. Later in my
junior year, I realized a strong need for new, effective leadership of SGA and I built the courage to
run for election to become the SGA President. I was the subject of vast controversy in the election
period, but through the entire campaign period, I stayed focused on the goal and vision—and the
elections results proved who was the best candidate for the position. Nearing the end of my junior
year, I was fortunate to study abroad to explore business in Germany with the Harley Langdale, Jr.
College of Business Administration last summer. I was a proud recipient of approximately seventy
five percent of my study abroad experience being funded by scholarships.

My senior year has been the most challenging academically while also representing our
student body in various capacities, including but not limited to, special event speaking
engagements, conferences, university committees—just to name a few. My involvement in and
around VSU has led to many honors, recognitions, and accolades, such as Male Resident Assistant of
the Year for two consecutive years, Resident Assistant of the Month of the Southeastern Region,
Student Humanitarian Award, National Pan-Hellenic Council New Member of the Year Award,
College Brother of the Year for Scholarship for the Georgia District of Alpha Phi Alpha, Who’s Who
of American College and Universities, and various honor societies. All of which while maintaining
the HOPE scholarship for all four undergraduate years. It is a huge time commitment much work to
do all that I do, but I must admit that every day there is no better feeling to know that you have the
trust, respect, and loyalty of your peers to bring about effective change to our University.

Many people often stop and ask me, “Will, how do you do so much?” or “What is your key to
success?” Honestly, most days, I do not even know myself. However, without exceptional
organization and time management skills, there would be no way I could manage so much. Part of
this is largely attributed to my color coded planner that is the road map and dictator of each minute
of every day!  On a serious note, I would not be the man I am today, without the love, guidance,
support, encouragement of my family, friends, and colleagues. To my parents, grandparents, and
godparents—thank you for laying the foundation and guiding me to have the courage to be
extraordinary and not be another statistic in society. To my on campus parents—Dr. Bill McKinney
and Dr. Dacia Charlesworth—thank you for allowing me the opportunity to be your “son from
another mother” and including me in several memorable occasions. To my biggest supporters—
friends, SGA team, my Brothers of the Mu Omicron Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, SGA Chief of Staff
Isaiah Smart, Kelsey Garner, Ryan Brown, DeAndre’ Jones, Ms. Rebecca Taylor, and so many more—
thank you for believing in me and my vision, even at times when I did not see the light at the end of
the tunnel. To my mentees—Juwan Andrews and Scott Ratliff—thank you for entrusting me for
guidance through your college experience and the responsibility to hold you all accountable for
your actions, but most of all, being the little brothers I’ve never had.

Ultimately, I must also acknowledge that without my faith in God, I would be nothing. All the
glory behind my story belongs to the man upstairs who has ordained me to be a product of
greatness. These people, my faith, and prayer without ceasing keeps me going and motivated every
day.

I am truly thankful for all of the opportunities that Valdosta State University has blessed me
with. Pending my graduation in spring 2014 with a Bachelor’s of Business Administration in
International Business, I will continue my pursuit of higher learning by enrolling in a Master’s
program of Higher Education Administration. My entire life I knew I was destined to work for

corporate America for a huge multi-national corporation; however, little would I know that the
institution of my choice would pave the way to me finding my passion and purpose in life—helping
others. I hope that my story and passion for helping collegiate students and my undergraduate
institution progress and soar to higher heights inspires you to find your purpose in life and pursue
it to your best ability.

Always remember, GREAT THINGS are happening at Valdosta State University! We must
recognize and acknowledge that these great things that are happening come with a great
responsibility and commitment of each of us Blazers to doing the important work that will benefit
VSU and ensure our lasting value in society. I am not suggesting that this formula is easy or without
effort, but given the privileges and opportunities we all enjoy at Valdosta, we owe that level of
commitment to each other and to the legacy of this University. I encourage each of us to dig down
deep inside of ourselves to become the difference we seek in this great institution. “To accomplish
great things we must not only act, but also dream, not only plan, but also believe.” The
opportunities, experiences, and relationships I have formed at VSU, have molded me and I will be
forever grateful for my Blazer experience. GO BLAZERS!!!

